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Preliminary Assessment April !22, 3.986 
Mott Metallurgical Corp. 
Plainville, Ct. 
CTDOO1150739 

This company, on site since 1968 manufacturing sintered anetallic 'filters, 

hires 75 employees. Lambert H. Mott, 3rd is the principal3B*ookh6Mer«and 

President of the company and David Laurie Is jsafety ̂engineer*;J&tott 

Metallurgical is located in the Famington Industrial Park tT.Z.?.) on 6 "1/2 

acres of land and is bounded on the North by American Cam, on ̂£he>±East by tthe 

well field of F.I. P., on the South by a small hill, then Northwest Drive .sand on 

the West by Spring Lane. Wasley, Inc. is across SpringILaneisfrom:Mott. 

In the fall of 1985 Mott switched water sources ̂ from the?EZISP-'*Water Co. 

to the Plainville water company, although both wellifAelSsSareian^thecsanie 

aquifer and are contaminated: with hydrocarbons. #10,j#19:, *20^ «*tott«was 

recently connected to the Farmington Sanitary Sewer. 

Scott Swamp Brook, <500 ft. West of the building runs "through"the 

Farmington Industrial Park, emptying into the Fequabuck 35.iverEwb.ich.flows 

northerly to the Farmington River. The drainage basin ds *#4'315; ̂ Connecticut 

River Basin. Bedrock in this area Is at app. 100 ft, *and«consists of 

micaceous, feldspathic to arkosic interbedded coarse to fine-drained sandstone, 

siltstone and silty shale, which may exceed 3000 ft, Surficial material is 

composed of a kame terrace deposit of fine grained cyclic .sediment. 

Groundwater is 6A, and within a short distance of Mott Metallurgical are two 

Johnson Aye wells, (Plainville water supply), and four Farmington Industrial 

Park Wells #3, which serve Tunxis Community College and about twenty businesses 

in the Industrial Park itself. The Mott Metallurgical site is the prime 

recharge zone for the deep gravel deposits from which Is drawn the Plainville 

water supply.#34. 

http://35.iverEwb.ich
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When the company began in 1968 the disposal method for industrial wastes 

was to a dry well and leaching field Southwest of the building. In 1970 app. 

465 gal/day of wastes containing nitric acid, chlorides, phosphates and other 

chemicals went this route.#8 In 1975, aDI.?. water compliance inspection 

report showed 1,1,1 trichloroethane, methyl ethyl ketone, acetone, in addition 

to the acids, going to the ground.#9 In June of 1975 the Plainville water 

supply was found to be contaminated with hydrocarbons, Mott*s leaching pits 

were tested and the same compounds found there. Mott Metallurgical Corp. was 

informed of this situation and told to contain all solvents and have them 

hauled away by a licensed hauler.#12 Well #3 was taken out of service and 

-pumped to waste to try to cleanse it of the contamination and to protect Well 

#6 and Mott was referred to the Attorney General for discharging, without a 

permit since 1967. Mott was given an Order #1990 to do a hydrogeologic 

Investigation to determine the extent of groundwater pollution resulting from 

the discharge of chlorinated hydrocarbons, solvents, alcohol and other 

chemicals to the ground, and to remove all contaminated wastes from the 

leaching pits. The hydrogeologic study was not done, so Mott was again 

referred to the AG's office in January, 1976. In March, 1976, this case was 

removed from the AG's office because Mott had obtained a permit and ceased 

disposing to the ground. I could find nothing in the files that indicated that 

the leaching pit had been cleaned out or that a hydrogeologic analysis had been 

done, although two 500 gal. holding tanks were installed in the location of the 

leach field. In 1980, the Farmington Industrial Park wells were found to be 

contaminated and the question of source of pollution and liability once again 

raised. In 1982, there was a meeting of the companies which had past on-site 

disposal and the state suggested they cooperate on a ground water study. 

Minges Assoc, submitted a proposal for this #40, but the study was never done. 
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The Johnson Av. water supply wells (inmddit;ion^o*±he IF-I.P. wells) are 

still in use with the highest level of 1,1,1 ̂ richloroeihane -recorded at 101 

ug/1 in October 1983, the highest level of trichloroethylene at 6.5 ug/1 in 

July, 1983, and the highest level of *etxachi»xia&t:hylenesat 119,0 ug/1 in June, 

1983. See P.A. for Connecticut SpringMorjKomplefcegwell data. 

This industrial area has been polluted«byi3aany«3small't; Indus tries and 

businesses in the past and yet the use of "the^affectedaaquifer continues. As 

the population potentially affected is signlflcantiifoTnumber, -I think further 

study of the entire area of FaraingtoniIndustrial^ark«isfTrarranted. 
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14. Letters to Mott & Attorney General concerning unpermitted discharge 

15. Letter to A.G. concerning compliance by Mott; withholding action 

16. Letter from Mott on handling of wastes 



r r 

Letter from Health Commissioner to Plalnvllle Water Co, cease use 

Lab analysis of Mott dry well 

Letter from Plalnvllle Water Co. - pumping out contaminated water 

Lab analysis of Plalnvllle Water Co. wells 

D.E.P. letter to Plalnvllle Health Dept.. re: Mott Metallurgical 

Lab analysis from Mott dry well 

D.E.P. order #1985 to Mott Metallurgical 
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